
of Jesus Christ, so that they are no longer like children tossed here and
there, no longer turned around by every wind of doctrine, by deceit,
and by trickery, whether by companions with whom they associate or
by men leading them into falsehood by their evil proposals.

Rather, in all things they are growing up in Jesus Christ, who is
their head and through whom the whole body of the Church holds its
structure and its union, so that they may always be so united with the
Church and in her that by the hidden power that Jesus Christ furnish-
es to all his members,8 they will share in the promises of God in Jesus
Christ.9

Be, then, in a position to be able, when he questions you, to tell
him that you have performed all these duties well. Be assured that the
best way to do this and to be pleasing to Jesus Christ when he judges
you will be to present to him all those children whom you have in-
structed as part of the building of the Church and have brought by
your care into its structure to become the sanctuary where God dwells
by the Holy Spirit.10

This is how you will show Jesus Christ that you have truly ful-
filled your ministry and that you have worked effectively to build up
and sustain the Church, as Jesus Christ has engaged you to do.

1. 1 Cor 3:9 5. Heb 13:17 9. Eph 3:6
2. 1 Cor 4:1 6. Eph 4:12 10. Eph 2:22
3. Lk 16:2 7. Eph 5:25-27
4. 1 Cor 4:5 8. Eph 4:12-16

Fourteenth Meditation

Matters related to his work on which a Brother of the Christian Schools
must give an account to God

206.1 First Point
Because God has called you to your ministry in order to procure

his glory and to give children the spirit of wisdom and the insight to
know him and to enlighten the eyes of their hearts,1 you will give an
account of how well you have instructed those who have been under
your guidance. This is an inescapable obligation for you, and you will
be punished for their ignorance in these matters (if it is your fault),
just as if you had been ignorant of them.
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You will give an account to God whether you were exact to
teach catechism and to do so on all the days and for all the time pre-
scribed for you; whether you taught your disciples the subjects in the
catechism that they must know according to their age and ability;
whether you neglected some students because they were the slowest,
perhaps also the poorest, and whether you showed favoritism toward
others because they were rich, pleasant, or naturally possessed more
lovable qualities than the others did.

You will give an account whether you instructed them well how
to assist at Holy Mass and to confess their sins; whether you preferred
to teach secular subjects, such as reading, writing, and arithmetic, al-
though you must not neglect these, for they are strictly required of
you, but the lessons that contribute to the support of religion are of
much greater importance; whether during all the time available for
your assignments, you wasted some on useless activities or even on
useful ones that were not your duty; finally, whether you took care to
learn (during the time assigned to you for this) the subjects you are
obliged to teach to those for whom you are responsible.

Are your accounts in good order, and are you ready to give
them? If that is not the case, put them in order without delay, and ex-
amine seriously what your conduct has been in this regard. If there
has been any negligence in your conduct, make a firm resolution to
correct it. Before God be determined to do better in the future, so that
death will not surprise you in such an unfortunate condition.

206.2 Second Point
When you appear before God, it will not be sufficient for you to

have instructed the children entrusted to you, but you will be found
guilty if you have not watched over their conduct. For it is your duty
to watch over them exactly, being obliged to give an account to God
for their souls.2 Have you considered carefully what it means to give
an account to God for the salvation of a soul that is damned because
you did not take care to lead it to what is right and to assist it to live
accordingly?

Are you convinced that you are obliged to take care of your dis-
ciples during all the time they are in church, as much as when they
are in school, in order to prevent them from doing anything even the
least displeasing to God? Is it not also your responsibility to be atten-
tive during the prayers you have them say, so that they do so with
great piety, decorum, and respect as speaking to God?
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Do you believe, perhaps, that you are responsible for your disci-
ples only during the time of school, that your vigilance need not ex-
tend to their behavior outside of school in order to help them, as far
as you are able, to live everywhere in a Christian manner and not as-
sociate with bad companions during the entire time they are under
your guidance?

To give an account for their souls means to give an account of
everything that concerns their salvation; to watch exactly means to
watch over everything with diligence, omitting and neglecting noth-
ing.

If you have not been diligent in all these matters, consider that
you are guilty before God, and have a great fear to appear before
God at the moment of your death after you have lived in such negli-
gence of all that concerns his service.

206.3 Third Point
What you say and do need not be as great a concern in the ac-

count you will have to render to God as the intention and the manner
of these actions. For the faults of speaking and acting are usually
more tangible and come more readily to your mind. Of intention Saint
Paul says that whether we speak or whether we act,3 we must do all
things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, not in order to please
men but to please God.4 This is the purpose you must have and the
sole motive that God wants you to have in your work.

Is it not true that often you have hardly thought of this at all, that
usually you have had no intention whatsoever or, if you have had
one, that it was purely natural and human? This single fault, then,
would have corrupted all that you did, however good it might have
been, and would have blocked God’s blessing on your action.

You will give God no less an account concerning your ministry:
whether you have worked with wisdom and seriousness and without
undue familiarity with those whom you teach. This seriousness is what
Saint Paul recommended so strongly to Titus, his disciple, as a minis-
ter of the Gospel and what he believed to be more necessary for him
than any other good quality. After zeal for instruction and purity of
morals,5 this serious self-control is one of the most useful virtues for
those who are responsible for instructing youth.

Nevertheless, do not overlook the account you will have to give
of your patience and the control of your passions.6 This, again, is a
very important point to which you must be very attentive, especially
when the children in your care do something out of order and you
are required to reprove or correct them. There is nothing you must be
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more on your guard against than somehow allowing your passions to
run away with you.

This must be one of the main points of the examination you
ought to make regarding the account that God will ask of you con-
cerning your work. Consider this very seriously.

1. Eph 1:17-18 3. Col 3:17 5. Ti 2:7
2. Heb 13:17 4. 1 Thes 2:4 6. 2 Tm 2:24-25

Fifteenth Meditation

The reward that those can expect even in this life who have instructed
children and have fulfilled this duty well

207.1 First Point
God is so good that he does not leave unrewarded the good

work that is done for him and the service that is rendered to him, es-
pecially for the salvation of souls. If it is true that God rewards so
generously even in this world those who have left all things for him,
that they receive a hundredfold in this life,1 with how much more rea-
son will God reward even in this present time those who have devot-
ed themselves with zeal to spread his kingdom!

To reward so great a good work and a service that he regards so
highly, God gives two kinds of reward in this world to those who
commit themselves untiringly to the work of the salvation of souls.
First, he gives them an abundance of grace; second, he gives them a
more extended ministry and a greater ability to procure the conver-
sion of souls.

The first of these rewards is set forth in the parable of the man
who distributes his funds to his servants and gives one of them five
talents in order to make a profit from them. When he learns later from
that servant that he has made another five, in order to reward him, he
orders that the one talent given to the servant who has not made any
profit be taken away and given to the one who now has ten. For
those who have will be given more, the Savior says, and they will be
given riches in abundance.2

Saint Luke expresses well the second kind of reward, the larger
field of ministry, in the parable of the lord taking account of the mon-
ey that he has given his servants. He rewards the first servant, who
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